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Digital Canal Corporation:
I wanted to thank Digital Canal for a great product, great support and knowing what designers and builders really need to increase their profits.  

I started designing houses by hand years ago.  I quickly learned that nobody wants to pay for changes, but they all want to make them; constantly and as much as possible.  I decided that I needed to switch to CAD to stay in business and to avoid resenting my clients.  

Another problem that I encountered was that most people can’t visualize from a set of blueprints.  Even my builders had trouble figuring out complicated roofs.  I always ended up making a time-consuming model for these jobs.  Many of the male homeowners and most female clients have had little or no experience reading blueprints.  I needed a way to present my work without spending precious time making and changing models.  

The other important tool that I needed was to be able to see my structural elements, especially beams and posts in 3D to verify their accuracy and placement.  I work in the mountains, so foundations are always on sloped ground.  2-D plans didn’t always tell the whole story, even for my own needs.


SolidBuilder was not the first 3D program that I looked at and used.  But, it was the last.  SolidBuilder is fast, intuitive, and does a beautiful job of presenting my work to my clients.  I love touring my ladies through their kitchens and showing off the total look of the house from every angle of the exterior.  I appreciate that when I am designing I can instantly see the results in 3D of every change.  I make the engineer’s work easier when I present all of the sections and details that I have generated for him.  It is so quick and easy to create these extra drawings that I do much more detailing than I ever did before.  I can easily frame a wall or a floor and, more importantly, edit the framing to do what I want instead of what the computer wants.  No other program that I used or looked at could edit framing accurately.  No other program could create roofs with the ease, options and accuracy that SolidBuilder does, either.  In fact, no other program could provide all of the features I was looking for.  That is why it is the last 3-D program I have ever bought.  With their constant upgrades and improvements, I suspect it is the last 3-D program I ever will buy.

With SolidBuilder I can do the job faster and better which reduces my business risk and makes me more money.  My clients understand their houses better and there are fewer on-site changes.  My builders can see exactly how I designed each aspect of the framing so that they can do their job more quickly and with more efficient use of materials.  I don’t know how I could keep up with my business without this program.  I’ve been using SolidBuilder for 11 years.  I still love it.  
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